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We are proud to present our first exhibition with Danish artist Jesper Skov Madsen.

Blank three-dimensional sculptural reliefs in brass, copper and aluminium, at once heavy and poetic,
are characteristic works in Jesper Skov Madsen’s practice. The square or rounded shapes are
manually constructed, either meticulously punched, scratched, curled, cut or etched - treated in
various ways so they appear both minimalistic and expressively conceptual.

The dynamics between meticulous control and a liberating relinquishing of the same is present
throughout Jesper Skov Madsen's work. He is drawn to the mirroring, light- and space-generating
effects of the metals and his favourite materials count copper, aluminium, brass and silver alloys,
linen and cotton canvas. In the process, the fine, glossy materials are exposed to a plethora of
metalworking tools and techniques, from a simple hammer or angle grinder to drilling machines, bolt
saws, steel brushes, power sanders, fire, welding and ignition fluid, flame retardant liquid, crucible,
oxygen, or chemicals that transform static expression and promote a patinating effect. The natural,
organic materials absorb the traces of the environment and undergo a captivating, inevitable change
when exposed to various elements such as moisture and touch. Through mirrors and light, Jesper
Skov Madsen creates three-dimensional works, which are at once transparent and surprisingly
complex. The materials are completely altered and created in a free form, which is not limited to
predefined scales or patterns.

Jesper Skov Madsen's works can be said to exist somewhere between the wall-mounted sculpture
and expanded painting, because as the counterpart to his clean, sterile, sculpted metallic works, he
also returns to painting as we know it from classical art: By upholstering his metal works with
shredded, deliberately worn, or otherwise destroyed canvas pieces, connoting a somewhat
traditional painting. The base, a shiny metal surface, is exposed through smaller or larger gaps in the
canvas, a feature that creates a close dialogue between the three-dimensional sculpture and the one-
dimensional painting. One truly senses the process and craftsmanship at play in these works, and this
deep fascination with materials and the way in which they intersect as surfaces, details, and
aesthetics is the main starting point for Jesper Skov Madsen's intuitive practice. An immediate
simple, minimalist surface is characterized by something contemporary, contrasting and changing so
that the curious eye can explore these experimental works - behind canvas, shuttered details and
through varnish or processed metal elements.

Jesper Skov Madsen (b.1982, DK) studied at The Royal Danish Academy of Fine Arts, Copenhagen.
Recent exhibitions include: Nordic Features, stephane simoens contemporary fine art, Knokke,
Belgium; The Brask Collection meets Willumsen, ].F. Willumsen Museum, Copenhagen; Nothing You
Have to Understand, Galerie Mikael Andersen, Copenhagen; Above and Below, Galerie Derouillon,
Paris.
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